
 

 

         Ideas of walks  from Sea from Villefranche -sur-Mer to  Cannes 

nnesCannes. 
 

          1. DARK PELICAN Villefranche-sur-Mer 
 

          2. Citadelle Saint-Elme 
 

 In order to p rotect t he county of Nice from invaders  the Duke 

Emmanuel-Philibert of Savoy built at the XVI th century  the 

citadel with satellite fortresses of  Mont -Alban  and Saint-

Hospice as well  as the port in the Darse . 

Today, this remarkable complex (7.5 acres) accommodates the 

Town Hall, the Volti, Goetz -Boumeester Museums and the Roux 

Collection . 

 



 

 

          4. Port of the Darse. 
 

ɀ

          3. Fort of Mont-Alban. 
 
A rare testimony of military architecture from the middle of the XVI th 

century in France  the fort of Mont -Alban is classified as a historical 

monument.  

Culminating at 220 meters of alitude and offering an exceptional 

landscape : at the West on the ō Baie des Anges Ŏ (Bay of the Angels) [22] 

until the massive of the Esterel a nd at the East on the ō Rade de 

Villefranche Ŏ until the Italian riviera. 

 

 

Old historical military port, built in 1550 in the 

ō Rade de Villefranche-sur-Mer Ŏ, it was the only 

deep waters port in the area of The Mediterranean 

while several centuries. 

In 1713, itŚs become a Royal Port and a basin is 

added (ō Raboud Ŏ basin), a ropery, a barracks and a 

hospital. 

Since 1990, it is signed up at the inventory of 

historical monuments.  

 

 



 

 

5. Chapel of the Lazaret. 

Tower of a set from the XVII th  century. ItŚs a little one floor square building, topped by a glazed tiles roof 

characteristic of the region.  

This tower is also called ō Tour Paganini Ŏ (Paganini Tower) because it has sheltered the body the famous 

violonist Paganini after his death in 1 840. 

 

           6. Coastal trail or « Chemin des Douaniers ». 
 

At the French Revolutionary, the customs administration decided to chart a path along the shoreline  ; the 

ō Chemin des Douaniers  Ŏ (Customs Path) is thus in service in 1791, from the ō Saintes Maries de la Mer  Ŏ 

(Saint Maries of the Sea) to Menton . 

This walk, in the earth of a protected and wild site, with wooden walkways and carved from the rock steps 

will enable you to discover the charms of our shoreline.  

 



 

 

7. Maeterlinck palace. 
It was an old mythic luxury hostel completed in 1920, located at the 

point of the Cap of Nice, itŚs like majesticaly suspended in front of 

The Mediterranean. 

Redeemed in 2012 by a Czech billlionaire for 48 millions of Euros 

and changed as around twenty apartments. The architecture of this 

neo-classical palace is inspired by the Florentines, inside an area of 4 

hectares with French garden, pool in front of the sea and private 

beach accessible by a funicular  . 

True jewel of the Roaring Twenties and today luxurious residence, 

this palace still unique on the  French Riviera. 

 

 8. Castel of the English. 

Mediterranean. 

Redeemed in 2012 by a Czech 

billlionaire for 48 millions  of Euros 

and changed as around twenty 

apartments. The architecture of 

this neo -classical palace is inspired 

by the Florentines, inside an area 

of 4 hectares with French garden, 

pool in front of the sea and 

private beach accessible by a 

funicular  . 

True jewel of the Roaring Twenties 

ItŚs one of the most surprising architecture jewel of the French 

Riviera. Built in 1856 by the Scotish colonel, old officier of 

British army in India, Robert Smith. Seductive appearence, the 

building surprised  ; a curious architectural mix bringing 

together differents style of gothik art with oriental  influence 

who vallut him the surname of ō Folie de lŚAnglais Ŏ (Madness 

of the English) or ō Folie Smith Ŏ (Smith madness). 

 

 


